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In nineteen eighty-two, Byron Preiss came up with the idea to create a treasure hunt that'd be published in book form. He spent about a year traveling around the country, digging small ceramic boxes two feet underground. Alongside some friends, he wrote poems and had them paint images for the book. The goal was to have readers match the
poems with paintings, then use those pairings to find the buried treasures. Preiss thought it'd be an easy task, but forty years later, we're seeing that wasn't quite the case. As of now, three treasures have been discovered: one in Chicago, another in Cleveland, and the third in Boston. This confirms that the treasures are real, although not much else is
known for certain. The Secret, a treasure hunt, started with Byron recruiting a group of his friends to contribute descriptions of strange creatures made from clay and cloth. These were then photographed by Ben, a childhood friend. The book also features images created by John Palencar, John Pierard, and Overton Loyd, all aimed at confusing the
reader. The Secret was created through collaboration among friends, which might be key in solving it. This website aims to bring together all available information on The Secret in an open platform, so the community can work towards solving the remaining nine puzzles. The goal is for everyone to solve these puzzles collectively. To help achieve this,
the server costs need to be covered, making contributions welcome. The treasure hunt, created by Byron Preiss, consists of lustrous transparent boxes buried in specific locations. Certain places are excluded from holding any treasure: life-threatening areas like highways or contaminated zones, cemeteries, public or private flower beds, and properties
owned by the contributors to the book. When searching for these hidden treasures, it's essential to remember that Byron Preiss was a responsible citizen who didn't want his hunt to cause harm or damage. The boxes are likely buried in areas already disturbed by humans, where further digging wouldn't be an issue. It seems Preiss may not have
known or cared about property boundaries, as he might have buried casques on private land. However, it's unlikely that one would need to trespass or sneak past admission booths to find the treasures. In every case, the burial site is near a distinctive man-made feature represented in the image or verse. It's crucial to solve these puzzles through
proper channels and with permission from property owners, as unauthorized digging can damage public resources and cause negative feelings towards the adventure. The treasure hunt aims to encourage people to explore new places while preserving the local landscape. Each of the 12 images represents a group of immigrants who came to North
America from a foreign country and is linked to a specific month, birth flower, and birth stone. Given article text here Searching for hidden treasures A puzzle awaits to be solved. The first step is matching images with verses, months, stones, flowers, and countries of origin. Table: Possible connections between images and sources. 1. Image 1 Verse7
Location: Golden Gate Park, California, USA Month: June Connection: Time on clock (6) Pearl Rose China Status: Narrowed search area to a small path in the park Proposed Solution: Remove asphalt covering to access possible dig spot 2. Image 2 Verse6 Location: Charleston, South Carolina, USA Month: April Connection: Diamond Daisy Africa
Status: Buried in gravel path beside Maine monument (highly unlikely recovery) 3. Image 3 Versell Location: Roanoke Island, North Carolina, USA Month: January Connection: Garnet Carnation England Status: Recoverable at the Waterside Theatre, but difficulties expected due to amphitheater upgrades The Roanoke Searchers have proposed a
solution for Image 3 and Verse 11 that could aid in recovery efforts, but they advise working with relevant groups to plan any dig due to potential issues with security cameras. The search for Casque 4 has been completed, with the casque found in Cleveland in 2004; however, additional information is needed to provide a more detailed write-up of its
solution. A collection of photos showing the Greek Cultural Garden in Cleveland where the casque was discovered has been provided by Wiki user Lori Sobota. The search for Casque 5 has also been completed, with the casque found in Chicago in 1983; now there is a fairly detailed write-up of its solution, which highlights lessons learned from the
puzzle. The use of trees as landmarks proved to be ineffective, leading to confusion and difficulty in finding the burial spot. Searchers will need to pay attention to old photos when searching for future solutions. It appears that Casque 6 was likely buried at the base of a tall pine tree on the grounds of the Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park in St.
Augustine, Florida; however, a dig is unlikely due to the presence of a cabbage palm that owners wish to protect. The property has changed little over the past 40 years, but the major landmarks are still intact. The St. Charles Hotel, a well-known landmark in New Orleans, was destroyed twice before its third iteration opened in 1896. The hotel's
destruction led to the creation of new preservation laws and groups aimed at protecting historic architecture in the city. A puzzle by Byron Preiss included an obscure quote about the hotel's majesty, along with arrows that guided searchers on a walking route through the Central Business District to the hotel's former location. The design aimed to
link old and new architecture, but unfortunately, the original casque was likely lost when the Place St. Charles was constructed on the site in 1983. Preiss also used a puzzle involving an antique steam locomotive at Hermann Park to guide searchers to a burial spot. However, the city's repositioning of the train and fountain in 1982 disrupted two
major clues. Despite major renovations over the past 40 years, there is still a chance that the casque may be intact, although its hiding spot has been covered by a path. The proposed digging strategy involves outlining how the excavation will be conducted, how it will minimize disruptions to the surrounding area, and how any damage caused by the
digging process will be repaired. This is crucial as standard digging tools won't suffice for the task at hand; specialized equipment like concrete saws or mini loaders may be required to clear the surface. While it won't be an easy or inexpensive endeavor, a dedicated search party might still manage to get it done. The image and verse combination in
Image 9 appears to point towards Montreal's Mount Royal Park, specifically the "Golden Square Mile" neighborhood. This location would make it difficult to dig without being observed, which may explain why this puzzle is unique in requiring permission before digging. However, Verse 5 seems to steer us more towards Saint Helen Island or Notre
Dame Island, making it unclear why permission is necessary. Montreal's City Archives contains over 7,000 aerial views taken between 1960 and 1992, with a curated selection of photos available for easier use. Image 10 appears to focus on Lake Park in Milwaukee, while Verse 8 seems to pinpoint the Grand Staircase within the park. A proposed
solution for this image involves investigating a specific location at the base of a tree that aligns with both the image and verse. In Boston, the search is focused on the "Two Circles" structure in the Charlesgate neighborhood near the Back Bay Fens. The site appears to have remained undisturbed over the past 30 years, making it possible to recover
the casque. A proposed solution involves investigating the spot, obtaining necessary permissions, and conducting the digging. With no aesthetic or historical value at stake, approval should be easily obtainable. Expediton Unknown filmed an episode about the case, but no concrete evidence was found to support the discovery. It's hard to believe that
Preiss, a baseball fan, would send people to ruin the city's baseball fields on purpose. The real Casque 12 might still be hidden. Image 12 Versel0 New York City November Time on clock (11) Topaz Chrysanthemum Russia Status: The search for Casque 12 focused long ago on a single street tree near New York Harbor, and it seems the tree has
survived intact for over 40 years. The challenge now is to extract the casque without damaging the tree. Using an air spade to loosen soil might be the best approach. This method could even help the tree by undoing decades of compaction and allowing water and air to reach its roots. If you know an arborist who can provide an air spade and handle
the excavation, please contact us. Tips for joining the hunt: There are two main types of puzzles in The Secret: Journey Puzzles take you on a trip through an area to find a casque, like classic pirate treasure maps that lead you along winding routes. Chicago, Roanoke Island, San Francisco, Houston, Milwaukee, and Boston are all journey puzzles.
Destination Puzzles start near the casque and give you obscure clues to confirm its location. These puzzles require research in libraries and obscure sources, making them challenging even for experts. Cleveland, Charleston, St. Augustine, New Orleans, Montreal, and New York are all destination puzzles. When solving a journey puzzle, remember that
none of the clues after the starting point were meant to be interpreted by armchair enthusiasts using 1980's tools. The goal is to follow the route and pay attention to small details, like staircase steps or highway bridge names. You won't find major tourist landmarks mentioned in these puzzles. The goal is to uncover unique aspects by exploring White
Point Garden in Charleston, where there's no clear explanation for the naming of Edwin and Edwina. Researching Preiss's puzzles requires dedication and creativity, as seen with armchair searchers who've made significant progress despite internet limitations. Phrases like "natives still speak of him of Hard word in 3 Vols" demand both research and
willingness to make connections. It's essential to study existing work on these puzzles, start with the puzzle itself rather than a specific destination, and be cautious of pareidolia when interpreting images. Overhead views should not be relied upon for solving past puzzles, as they're more suitable for modern navigation. Begin with famous landmarks
mentioned in the paintings, then move towards hidden spots that locals might overlook. Remember to approach these challenges with a critical mind, considering the historical context and not relying solely on Google Maps or satellite views. The human brain often falls victim to apophenia, mistakenly identifying patterns in random data. The artist
behind "The Secret" cleverly incorporated random brushstrokes, leaving interpretation open to the viewer. To avoid getting caught up in unnecessary searches, it's essential to use common sense and consider the context of each image. Preiss, one of the searchers, took precautions to minimize visibility by digging in areas with loose soil, often hidden
from view by trees or walls. It's crucial to remember that solving The Secret typically requires cooperation with landowners and obtaining necessary permissions. Be mindful not to cause harm to public spaces or other searchers. The online forums discussing The Secret encountered significant issues due to unorganized threads, making it challenging
for new participants to follow along. This wiki aims to provide a more structured approach, allowing searchers to quickly access and review existing findings on each image and verse. Several notable photo collections can be found on platforms like Flickr and PhotoBucket, featuring relevant images and organized by site or theme. As we mark the one-
month anniversary since the Travel Channel show aired on January 17th, I'd like to recognize some amazing contributors who've made significant progress in our search. With Flickr planning to change its terms of service, it's essential to download copies of valuable photos before they disappear. Relevant albums include Photos from St. Augustine,
Celeritas' Google photo album, Spacemunkay's Google photo album, Yagi 94118's photostream, and Streets of Montreal. Top 10 Recent Discoveries: 10) A concrete slab under the Moultrie monument in Charleston was installed when the Maine monument was removed. 9) Wiki user Drumman spotted the shape of Manhattan hidden in plain view in
Image 12. 8) A tree trunk is hidden sideways in Image 12, as pointed out by wiki user Pizzoli. 7) Jess made a big discovery related to Verse 2 about Dryades Street and Cours de Naides in New Orleans. 6) Wiki user Halla4 was the first to point out an alligator lurking along the edge of the big stone in Image 6. 5) It's not a scythe, and we've seen some
great contributions from new people who have quickly gotten up to speed. People have long been fascinated by the unusual objects on the knight's right arm in Image 3, but it wasn’t until Drumman pointed out their resemblance to the North Carolina coastline that the true nature of these enigmatic features was revealed.2) A similar discovery was
made with Image 6, which required a large pine tree in a specific location, but wiki users Marvin Calhoun, Zteam, and Andy Hafler were instrumental in confirming its presence.3) Palencar also created a painting of the site featuring a pine tree, further supporting the idea that each image contains an "Aha Moment" of recognition at the burial spot.4)
In Image 1, wiki user Kimberley noticed that the squares on either side of the Golden Gate Park map were actually city blocks and pointed out the significance of their alignment with streets.5) The discovery of a match between the dragon head in Image 1 and the one above the entrance to the Golden Gate Park Senior Center was made by Goonie68,
providing a crucial piece of evidence for the correct orientation of the map.6) Oregonian, the wiki administrator, thanked everyone involved in these insights and encouraged contributors to continue their efforts, emphasizing the importance of careful and substantive contributions.
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