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Some Android tablets have unique features that set the devices apart from Apple’s iPad 2. Toshiba is offering its Tablet with a replaceable battery option, which users can buy for $89. Keyboards for Motorola’s Xoom and Samsung’s Galaxy Tab are available with specific keys that make it easy to use and navigate the Android OS. Other handy
accessories such as M-Edge’s Convertible Sleeve can be used for both e-readers and tablets. Motorola Zoom Wireless KeyboardSome accessories, such as the Wireless Keyboard, provide additional functionality to Motorola’s Xoom. The full-sized Wireless Keyboard enables users to type on the Xoom via a Bluetooth wireless connection. The feature that
sets it apart from other wireless keyboards is shortcut keys designed to provide quick access to Android applications. But at $69.99 it is expensive. The keyboard also works with Motorola’s Atrix 4G smartphone, so the accessory may be worth the price if you own both devices. Motorola is also selling a speaker dock for $129.99 and a standard dock for
$49.99, both for the Xoom. Motorola’s online store also offers an HDMI cable at $39.99 to connect the Xoom to high-definition TVs. The site also offers cases and covers for $29.99. Samsung Galaxy Tab Keyboard DockSamsung’s Galaxy Tab is available with a 7-inch screen, though a 10-inch version is due out later this year. The company offers the
Full Size Keyboard Dock, which offers more features than the product name suggests. A dock at the top can keep the Tab charged and connect the tablet to the keyboard. Another cool feature is a headphone jack outlet at the back of the keyboard, which could be handy when trying to maintain silence. It’s unclear if the dock will accommodate the
upcoming 10-inch Tab. The Keyboard Dock is priced at $79.99 on Samsung’s website. Samsung Galaxy Tab Conductive Style digital pensOther Tab accessories include Samsung’s $19.99 Conductive Style, a digital pen stylized like a “premium writing instrument,” according to the company. A range of covers and cases are available on Samsung’s
website, with the protective covers priced at $29.99, and leather cases starting at $49.99. PlayBook Truss caseStaples also houses some accessories for non-Android tablets like Research In Motion’s BlackBerry PlayBook, a 7-inch tablet that will begin shipping in mid-April starting at $499. Included are a $69.99 Rapid Charging Pod, a $49.99 Leather
Convertible Case and a $59.99 Leather Book Binder, which looks like an e-reader case. Accessory maker Targus has listed a nylon Truss case for the PlayBook, which is listed at $34.99, though it is not yet available for order. Targus is also offering a leather Zierra portfolio case for the PlayBook priced at $54.99. M-Edge is selling a $29.99 sleeve that
can be used not only for Samsung’s Galaxy Tab, but also Amazon’s Kindle and Barnes & Noble’s Nook e-readers. Calling it “Convertible Sleeve,” M-Edge says the jacket gives users the “best of both worlds by combining the functionality of a jacket with the security of a sleeve.” The front of the sleeve has four small pockets on the edges to hold a tablet
or e-reader when in use. Vogel’s offers Ringo mounts to place the Samsung Tab and iPad tablets on walls or car backseats. The Ringo Wall Mount can be screwed into a wall, and tablets can be placed into a holder that can rotate 360 degrees. With the Ringo Car Mount, a tablet can be mounted on a backseat. The tablet mounts will become available
worldwide in late April, and are priced between $69.99 and $99.99. Toshiba Tablet, an upcoming 10.1-inch tablet, will include the unique ability to replace a battery, a feature not available in competing tablets. Toshiba says consumers have to only be “screwdriver savvy,” and a replacement battery is already available for pre-order on Staples’ tablet
promotion site priced at $89.99. Other accessories for Toshiba Tablet listed include a case ($39.99), a back cover ($19.99) and a tablet pen ($14.99). In all, the Staples tablet website is a good one-stop shop that lists accessories for Toshiba Tablet and other devices. The release date and price for the Toshiba Tablet have not yet been announced.
Android tablets come in all shapes and sizes. They often run different versions of Android, some can be easily attached to keyboards, others are designed to be slates, and some are ebook readers. Regardless of what you need a new Android tablet for, here are five of the best ones for the job, based on your nominations. Earlier in the week, we asked
you which Android tablet you think is the best. Over 200 responses later, we're back to highlight the top five - or rather, the top five model lines, because the top five nominees were several of the same product line.Tablets are incredibly useful, even if you're looking to be productive—and now that the crop of...Read morePhoto by Sham Hardy.The
votes are counted and the winner has been crowned! To see who took the top spot, head over to our Hive Five followup post to see who won! There are plenty of Android tablets (and tablets that can run Android) on the market, but this...Read moreSamsung Galaxy Tab SeriesAvailable in 7 inch, 8.9 inch, and 10.1 inch models on all four major US
carriers and as a Wi-Fi only model, Samsung's Galaxy Tab series is one of the most recognizable and iconic Android tablets on the market. Most of the models run Android Honeycomb, and can pull duty as a media tablet, productivity tool, or ereader. All models come with and run Adobe Flash, have access to the Android Market, and models with 3G
data plans offer 3G or 4G wireless access on your tablet while you're on the go. Pricing varies depending on the size, wireless carrier (if any), and amount of storage you're looking for, but the Galaxy Tab starts at $199, and can get as expensive as $629.Asus Eee Pad Transformer/Transformer PrimeWith the Eee Pad Transformer and the new quad-
core Eee Pad Transformer Prime, Asus has proven there's a place in the tablet market for tablets that function just as well as stand-alone slates as they do when connected to a docking station with a full keyboard. Both Transformer models allow you to use the device as an Android tablet when not connected to the Eee Station dock, and then dock the
tablets to work on them like super-thin and super-light Android-based laptops. Both models support Flash, have front and rear-facing cameras for HD video, and have NVidia Tegra graphics inside for mobile gaming. Again, pricing varies based on the storage in each model, but expect to pay between $399 and $599 depending on the model you order
(or pre-order, since the Transformer Prime makes its North American debut this week.HP TouchpadEven though the HP Touchpad is a discontinued product, and never really sold well when it was available on store shelves, HP's $99 fire sale to get rid of their excess stock of Touchpads when they discontinued them made them one of the most popular
tablets on the market. The Touchpad runs WebOS, and while it doesn't have the same quantity of apps as the Android Market or the iTunes App Store, it does have a good enough number that you can use the Touchpad to check your email, listen to local or streaming music, surf the web, stay in touch with friends on your favorite social networks, and
stay productive. The 9.7-inch screen is perfect for video, the front-facing camera is useful for video conferencing over Wi-Fi (there is no 3G). Good luck getting your hands on a Touchpad now at any price, although we're sure you might find some drastically overpriced models available on eBay. Yes, we know the Touchpad doesn't run Android - but it
can when unlocked, and you guys voted for it, so we're including it.Barnes and Noble Nook SeriesWhile the new Nook tablet is really the only model that Barnes and Noble is marketing as a proper tablet, the Nook Color is a great option as well, especially once you've rooted it and installed a new ROM. Barnes and Noble has all but condoned the
process, and even if you don't root your Nook Color, you get some access to the some apps in the Android Market (through Barnes and Noble), tons of games, streaming video through Netflix and Hulu Plus, and of course access to Barnes and Noble's catalog of millions of books. All models are Wi-Fi only, and the Nook Color will set you back $199 and
the Nook Tablet $249. Both models feature 7-inch displays, tons of pre-loaded apps, and are a great bang for your buck if you're looking for affordable Android tablets to hack and play with.Acer Iconia Tab SeriesMost of you who voted for the Iconia Tab series specifically liked the A500, a dual-core Wi-Fi Android tablet with Nvidia graphics under the
hood for multimedia and gaming. Front and rear-facing cameras are perfect for shooting quick photos and video as well as web conferencing. The A500 is a 10-inch tablet. The W500 is a 10-inch slate, and the A100 is a 7-inch model that's slim and portable. All models run Honeycomb, have access to the Android Market, sports USB ports, and tons of
internal storage. If you're shopping for an Iconia Tab, expect to spend anywhere from $299 to $549, with the A500s running from $349 to $399 depending on how much storage you need.Now that you've seen the top five, it's time to put them to an all-out vote.Honorable mentions this week go out to a pair of tablets that barely missed the cut for the
top five, the port-packed Toshiba Thrive and the newly released and media-rich Kindle Fire from Amazon.Have something to say about one of the contenders, or a feature of your favorite we forgot to mention? Did your favorite tablet not get enough nominations to get into the top five? Let's hear it in the comments below. Unlike laptops and PCs,
tablets are not heavily defined by their performance benchmarks. The benchmark tests available for tablets are not all cross-platform, and such tests don’t always offer especially meaningful results beyond an index number that you can compare across assorted tablets. Still, benchmarks remain one of the best objective measures of a tablet’s
performance. We put the latest tablets through the benchmarking ringer—as well as through PCWorld’s own tests of battery life and recharge—to see how they compare to Apple’s third-generation iPad and iPad 2. Overall, as you’ll see from the charts below, we discovered that Nvidia Tegra 3-based Android tablets are among some of the best
performers out there. (Of the tablets we assessed in this group, only Apple’s iPads and Samsung’s Galaxy Tab 2 lack some version of the Tegra 3.) But we also saw some notable variations in performance—variations whose root causes could lie in different processor speeds, different types of system memory, and different versions of the Android
operating system. Interestingly, among this selection of tablets, Google’s budget-priced Nexus 7 was highly competitive. The Nexus 7 is the first tablet to use Nvidia’s cost-cutting Kai reference platform, and it’s the first tablet to ship using Google’s Android 4.1 Jelly Bean operating system. It posted largely impressive results despite carrying a price-
performance-optimized version of the Tegra 3, a 1.2GHz quad-core processor dubbed the T30L (the CPU runs at 1.3GHz in single-core operation). Those are the same frequencies as on the new Acer Iconia Tab A700, but Nvidia can’t comment on whether everything about the Tegra 3 inside the Nexus 7 is the same as on the A700. The benchmark
results below might reflect subtle system-on-chip fine-tuning differences, since the Acer slightly outperformed the Nexus 7 on several tests. Apple’s third-generation iPad continued to lead the tablet field significantly on our GLBenchmark 2.1.4 graphics tests. In that evaluation, it was nearly twice as fast as its rivals on the Egypt Offscreen test, and
nearly three times as fast on the Pro Offscreen test.
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