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Some of the best quotes about friendship come from children’s books. Very often, the basis for how we make and treat friends begins when we’re very young, just starting to interact with new people at school. We learn friendship behaviors like sharing and acting pleasantly with a friend very young, even as early as toddlers. So it seems fitting that
these quotes from Dr. Seuss would help us look at friendship a different way. “I meant what I said and I said what I meant. An elephant's faithful one-hundred percent!” In Horton Hatches the Egg, we hear a line that is arguably one of the most popular from Dr. Seuss. Horton is an elephant that gets taken advantage of from a bird named Mayzie who
dumps off the egg she has on him. Horton vows faithfully to sit on the egg as a favor for her when she goes away on a short little vacation. The problem is, once she’s gone she decides never to come back. Horton sits on the egg for a year, and goes through many trials, even facing hunters and getting sold to the circus. Horton and Mayzie weren’t
friends, but imagine this faithful lesson in the real world. Too often we bail on friends who need us simply because what they ask of us is difficult. Or perhaps they don’t ask, we just fail to support them as they need to do because it would interfere with our busy world. Standing by people can be difficult, but true friends put their pals first. They look at
the whole of their friendship when making choices, not just what’s convenient for the time being. “A person's a person, no matter how small.” Did you ever have a friend that seemed to think that because they were busy, their time was more valuable than yours? It makes you feel like you don’t matter to them. This quote from Horton Hears a Who
reminds us that all our friends are important. “Nothing is going to change, unless someone does something soon” If you're unhappy that you don’t have a lot of friends right now, change your situation! It's a myth that you can just bump into people naturally and make friends. Meeting new friends take effort and planning. You can meet them online,
by getting involved in some new activities, or even by volunteering. Try one method and if it doesn’t work, give something else a go. Don’t give up because once you meet a few people you click with, it’s more than worth it. “I know it is wet and the sun is not sunny, but we can have lots of good fun that is funny.” This quote, from The Cat in the Hat, is
a good one to keep in mind when you're not able to plan big vacations or even go out and enjoy a dinner with friends. Sometimes with friends you have to take what you can get, which might mean a coffee date, running errands together, or just a phone call at the end of the day. It’s the quality of the time you spend with a friend that matters, not the
activity you're doing. “Sometimes you will never know the value of something until it becomes a memory.” Have you ever taken a friend for granted so much they dumped you? You might not appreciate some friends until they’re out of your life. Make sure you show every friend how much you appreciate them by nurturing the friendship and showing
them that you’'re thankful you have them in your life. “You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself any direction you choose. You're on your own. And you know what you know. And YOU are the one who'll decide where to go...” This quote, from the popular Oh, the Places You'll Go!, reminds us that you have the
power to control your relationships. You can choose to be happy in your friendships or always put unreasonable expectations on them. You can choose to forgive and get along or argue. It doesn’t mean that you need to keep every friend in your life, especially those who treat you negatively. But it does mean that when you choose to be friends with
someone who isn’t supportive or pleasant, you then can’t turn around and call them toxic. The fact is, you're a part of the relationship and if it’'s a negative one you have to take some responsibility for that. “Don't cry because it's over, smile because it happened.” If there’s one quote you should take away and memorize from this list, it’s this one.
Friendships aren’t always meant to last forever. It’s difficult when a friendship ends (especially when you weren’t ready for it) but on the other hand be grateful that this friend blessed your life, even if it was for a short time. Theodor Seuss Geissel, aka Dr. Seuss, works on a drawing of the Grinch before the famous tale was published. Universal
History Archive/Universal Images Group/Getty Images Know someone who doesn't get into the holiday spirit? Why, they must be a grinch! With his green fur, scowling face and heart that was "two sizes too small," the fictional figure of the Grinch leapt into the American consciousness from his miserly home atop Mount Crumpit in 1957 with the
publication of "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" He's lived on in vintage cartoons, full-length motion pictures and merchandise ever since. But did the Grinch have a real-life doppelganger? Surprisingly, yes. And it was probably his creator, Dr. Seuss. Theodor Seuss Geisel, under the pseudonym Dr. Seuss, wrote and illustrated dozens of books,
including "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" His creative works for children were initially met with lukewarm commercial success, but Dr. Seuss's exploration and refinement of his craft coincided with the mid-20th-century educational evolution of children's reading material. Can you imagine being a learning-to-read student proffered a time-worn
Dick and Jane series and then suddenly encountering a colorful page-turner like Seuss' "The Cat in the Hat" with its inventive illustrations and lyrical rhymes? This is exactly what occurred for nearly an entire generation of students who were learning to read. Rather than learning whole words from repetition, which was the "Dick and Jane" approach,
Dr. Seuss' "The Cat in the Hat" book helped lay the foundation for an approach that was based on phonics — and emphasized making reading more fun. "The Cat in the Hat" became Dr. Seuss' first commercial hit, and the book sold more than a quarter of a million copies by Christmas 1957. Before long, it was joined by another Christmas miracle:
"How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" Over the course of a few short weeks, the story of the Grinch practically poured from Dr. Seuss' pen. It was, he said in a 1957 interview with Redbook magazine, "the easiest book of my career to write." Why was it so easy? He needed only to look in the mirror for inspiration. "I was brushing my teeth on the morning
of the 26th of last December when I noted a very Grinchish countenance in the mirror. It was Seuss!" said the author in that same 1957 interview with Redbook. "Something had gone wrong with Christmas, I realized, or more likely with me. So I wrote the story about my sour friend, the Grinch, to see if I could rediscover something about Christmas
that obviously I'd lost." If that weren't proof enough, on the occasion of unveiling Dr. Seuss' commemorative and posthumous U.S. Postal Service stamp in 2003, his stepdaughter Lark Grey Dimond-Cates remarked the "Grinch was Ted on his bad days." Ultimately, however, it may be an announcement of the author's own making that really gave him
away. He and his wife drove a vehicle with the vanity license plate that showcased just one word: GRINCH. HowStuffWorks earns a small affiliate commission from partners like Amazon when you purchase through links on our site. Since The Lorax, a picture book by Dr. Seuss, was first published in 1971, it has become a classic. For many children,
the Lorax character has come to symbolize concern for the environment. However, the story has been somewhat controversial, with some adults embracing it and others seeing it as anti-capitalist propaganda. The story is more serious than most Dr. Seuss books and the moral more direct, but his wonderful zany illustrations, use of rhyme and made-
up words and unique characters lighten the story and make it appealing to children 6 and older. A little boy who wants to learn about the Lorax explains to the reader that the only way to find out about the Lorax is to go to the old Once-ler's home and give him "...fifteen cents/and a nail/and the shell of a great grandfather snail..." to tell the story. The
Once-ler tells the boy it all began long ago when there was an abundance of brightly colored Truffula trees and no pollution. The Once-ler concentrated on expanding his business, adding to the factory, shipping more and more fruit and making more and more money. In telling the story to the little boy, the Once-ler assured him, "I meant no harm. I
most truly did not. / But I had to grow bigger. So bigger I got." The Lorax, a creature who speaks on behalf of the trees, appears to complain about the pollution from the factory. The smoke was so bad that the Swomee-Swans could no longer sing. The Lorax sent them off to escape the smog. The Lorax also angrily pointed out that all of the byproducts
from the factory were polluting the pond and he also took the Humming-Fish away. The Once-ler had grown tired of the Lorax's complaints and angrily yelled at him that the factory was going to get bigger and bigger. But just then, they heard a loud sound. It was the sound of the very last Truffula tree falling. With no more Truffula trees available, the
factory closed. All the Once-lers relatives left. The Lorax left. What remained was the Once-ler, an empty factory and pollution. The Lorax disappeared, leaving only "a small piece of rocks, with the one word...'UNLESS."" For years, the Once-ler wondered and worried about what that meant. Now he tells the young boy he understands. "UNLESS
someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's not." The Once-ler then throws the very last Truffula tree seed down to the boy and tells him he's in charge. He needs to plant the seed and protect it. Then, maybe the Lorax and the other animals will return. What makes The Lorax so effective is the combination of a step-by-
step look at cause and effect: how unfettered greed can destroy the environment, followed by an emphasis on positive change through individual responsibility. The story's end emphasizes the impact one person, no matter how young, can have. While the rhyming text and entertaining illustrations keep the book from being too heavy, Dr. Seuss
definitely gets his point across. Because of this, the book is frequently used in elementary and middle school classrooms. Dr. Seuss was the most prominent of several pseudonyms that Theodor Seuss Geisel used for his children's books. For an overview of some of his most well-known books, see.
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