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Calling	and	texting	people	is	probably	a	big	part	of	what	you	do	on	your	Android	phone.	Why	not	make	it	as	easy	as	possible	to	reach	your	favorites?	We’ll	show	you	how	to	add	shortcuts	to	contacts.	Add	Contacts	to	Home	Screen	with	Google	Contacts	Google	has	its	own	Contacts	app	that	comes	pre-installed	on	Pixel	phones,	but	it’s	also	available	in
the	Play	Store	for	all	Android	devices.	This	is	the	first	method	we’ll	use	to	add	contacts	to	the	home	screen.	Open	the	Google	Contacts	app	and	select	a	contact	from	the	list.	Tap	the	three-dot	menu	icon	in	the	top	right	corner.	Select	“Add	to	Home	Screen.”	Now	you	can	either	touch	and	hold	the	icon	to	manually	place	it	on	the	home	screen	or	select
“Add	to	Home	Screen”	to	put	it	there	automatically.	The	shortcut	will	now	be	on	your	home	screen,	and	you	can	tap	it	to	quickly	go	to	the	person’s	contact	page	and	start	a	call	or	text!	Add	Contacts	to	Home	Screen	with	Samsung	Contacts	Samsung’s	built-in	Contacts	app	for	Galaxy	devices	also	supports	home	screen	shortcuts,	though	it’s	not	quite	as
simple	as	the	Google	Contacts	app.	We	have	to	use	a	widget.	First,	touch	and	hold	any	blank	space	on	the	home	screen	and	select	“Widgets.”	Scroll	through	the	list	of	widgets	until	you	find	“Contacts.”	This	will	bring	up	a	menu	where	you	can	actually	choose	from	three	different	contact	shortcuts.	Contact:	Open	the	person’s	contact	information	page.
Direct	Dial:	Immediately	starts	a	phone	call.	Direct	Message:	Opens	directly	to	an	SMS	conversation	with	the	person.	Scroll	from	left	to	right	to	choose	a	widget,	then	tap	“Add.”	Next,	select	the	contact	for	the	shortcut.	The	shortcut	will	be	added	to	your	home	screen,	and	you	can	simply	tap	it	to	do	the	selected	action!	Little	things	like	this	can	make
life	a	lot	easier.	You	might	have	a	few	people	you	contact	a	lot,	and	you	could	put	all	these	shortcuts	on	one	page	for	easy	access.	RELATED:	How	to	Add	Google	Maps	Shortcuts	to	Your	Android	Home	Screen	If	you’re	just	getting	started	with	Android,	its	customizability	can	seem	a	bit	daunting.	We’ll	walk	you	through	customizing	your	Android	home-
screen,	taking	advantage	of	widgets,	and	getting	third-party	launchers	with	more	features.	The	screenshots	for	this	article	were	taken	on	Android	4.2.	If	you’re	using	an	older	device,	the	exact	process	will	look	a	little	different,	but	you	should	be	able	to	follow	along	anyway.	Wallpapers	&	Live	Backgrounds	To	set	a	wallpaper	for	your	home	screen,
long-press	the	screen.	On	the	default	Android	interface,	you’ll	see	a	wallpaper-chooser	dialog.	If	you’re	using	a	different	interface,	such	as	the	customized	one	provided	by	your	device’s	manufacturer,	you	may	see	a	menu	with	other	choices,	including	shortcuts	and	widgets.	Tap	the	Wallpaper	option	in	the	menu.	Android	provides	you	with	three
options	for	wallpaper:	Gallery:	Choose	an	image	from	the	Gallery	app	on	your	Android.	This	includes	images	stored	locally	on	your	phone	or	tablet	and	images	stored	in	your	Picasa	Web	Albums	account	online.	Live	Wallpapers:	Live	wallpapers	are	animated	backgrounds	for	your	home	screen.	Android	includes	a	few	understated	live	backgrounds,	but
you	can	download	more	from	Google	Play.	Some	live	wallpapers	are	detailed.	high-resolution	3D	environments.	Wallpapers:	This	option	displays	the	preinstalled	wallpapers	available	on	your	device.	The	wallpaper	you	choose	will	be	used	on	all	your	home	screens.	If	you	want	separate	wallpapers	on	different	screens,	you	can	use	a	third-party	launcher
with	more	features	and	customizability.	Shortcuts	&	Folders	To	create	a	shortcut	to	an	app	on	your	home	screen,	long-press	the	app’s	icon	in	your	app	drawer	and	drop	it	anywhere	on	your	home	screen.	To	combine	multiple	app	icons	into	a	folder,	drag	and	drop	the	app	icons	onto	each	other.	(On	older	interfaces,	you’ll	have	to	create	a	separate
folder	first.)	You	can	then	tap	the	folder	to	access	its	included	apps	and	give	it	a	name.	To	remove	a	shortcut,	widget,	or	other	element	from	your	home	screen,	long-press	the	element	to	grab	it,	then	drag	and	drop	it	on	the	X	at	the	top	of	your	screen	(in	portrait	orientation)	or	the	left	side	of	your	screen	(in	landscape	orientation).	Widgets	You	can	also
add	widgets	to	your	home	screen.	Widgets	can	be	almost	anything.	For	example,	there	are	widgets	that	display	your	email,	calendar	events,	and	tasks	directly	on	your	home	screen,	allowing	you	to	interact	with	them.	There’s	a	widget	that	displays	a	large	clock	so	you	can	see	the	time,	and	there’s	an	included	widget	that	gives	you	quick	access	to
commonly	used	settings,	such	as	Wi-Fi	and	Bluetooth	toggles.	There	are	also	widgets	that	allow	you	to	pin	a	single	bookmark	or	contact	to	your	home	screen,	giving	you	quick	access	to	that	bookmark	or	contact	without	opening	the	associated	app.	Android	includes	a	lot	of	widgets,	and	if	you’ve	installed	some	apps,	you	probably	already	have	some
third-party	widgets	installed.	You	can	get	more	from	Google	Play.	To	add	a	widget,	open	your	Apps	drawer	and	tap	the	Widgets	tab.	Long-press	a	widget	and	drop	it	anywhere	on	one	of	your	home	screens.	(On	older	versions	of	Android	or	alternate	launchers,	you	may	not	see	a	widgets	tab.	To	add	a	widget,	long-press	the	home	screen	and	select
Widgets.	You’ll	see	a	list	of	available	widgets.)	On	Android	4.1	and	newer,	widgets	can	be	resized	–	long-press	a	widget	on	your	home	screen	and	drag	the	handles	to	resize	it.	Widgets	and	shortcuts	will	also	automatically	move	away	as	you	move	elements	around	the	screen,	making	it	easier	to	set	up	your	home	screen.	Android	4.2	also	supports	lock-
screen	widgets,	which	you	can	add	from	the	lock	screen.	Alternate	Launchers	If	you	want	more	from	your	Android	phone	or	tablet’s	home	screen	–	more	options,	more	features,	more	themes,	or	more	home	screens	instead	of	the	default	five	–	you	can	install	a	third-party	launcher	from	Google	Play.	A	third-party	launcher	replaces	Android’s	default
home	screen	with	a	new	one.	For	example,	Nova	Launcher	attempts	to	emulate	the	default	experience	fairly	closely,	adding	additional	features	on	top.	it’s	also	a	good	way	to	get	a	more	stock	Android-like	launcher	on	a	device	with	a	custom,	manufacturer-created	launcher.	Other	launchers	like	GO	Launcher	EX	go	in	other	directions.	Holo	Launcher
brings	a	modern	Android	4.0-like	launcher	to	devices	running	dated	versions	of	Android	–	it’s	a	good	example	of	what	Android’s	customizability	allows.	Android’s	default	launcher	has	become	easier	and	more	user-friendly	to	customize	in	recent	versions	–	this	process	might	be	a	bit	clunkier	if	you	have	a	device	running	an	older	version	of	Android.
Widgets	have	also	been	put	front-and-center	in	the	app	drawer,	allowing	more	people	to	take	advantage	of	them.	One	of	Android’s	most	popular	features	is	its	use	of	widgets	to	customize	and	access	the	functionality	of	an	app	on	the	device’s	home	screen.	Even	though	widgets	can	contribute	to	draining	your	battery,	because	they	are	so	useful,	it’s
often	worth	the	trade-off.	Below	we	will	discuss	ten	of	the	best	Android	home	screen	widgets.	Battery	Widget	Reborn	Since	we	just	mentioned	above	that	using	widgets	can	drain	your	battery	faster	than	if	you	didn’t	use	them,	the	Battery	Widget	Reborn	is	one	to	consider.	As	the	name	implies,	this	Android	home	screen	widget	enables	users	to	monitor
how	much	charge	is	remaining	on	your	phone	battery.	It	is	a	simple	design	with	a	small	1×1	circle	that	has	a	number	inside.	The	number	can	be	estimated	time	left	or	a	percentage.	In	addition	to	monitoring,	users	can	also	use	quick	toggles	to	turn	off	settings	such	as	Bluetooth	and	Wi-Fi	and	switch	to	dark	mode.	If	you	are	looking	for	additional
battery	stats,	you	can	click	through	to	see	them	too.	Flashlight	Widget	You	never	know	when	you	might	need	to	use	a	flashlight.	Since	your	cell	phone	is	always	either	in	your	hand	or	within	reach,	having	this	app	on	your	phone	is	a	must-have.	Unfortunately,	Android	flashlight	widgets	have	a	bad	reputation	of	being	packed	with	permissions	and	junk
ads	that	have	been	known	to	snoop	through	your	data	or	worse.	Flashlight	Widget	is	safe,	open-source,	free	to	use,	has	no	ads,	and	doesn’t	require	any	permissions.	The	only	thing	a	user	needs	to	do	is	turn	the	flashlight	on	or	off.	1Weather:	Widget	Forecast	Radar	Track	forecasts	and	current	weather	conditions	for	your	location	as	well	as	up	to	12
others	with	1Weather:	Widget	Forecast	Radar.	See	graphical	representations	of	the	current	conditions	such	as	humidity,	precipitation	forecast,	severe	weather	alerts	(the	U.S.	only),	and	maps.	Easily	share	weather	conditions	via	social	media	and	email	with	your	friends.	If	you	are	planning	a	trip	based	on	the	weather,	this	is	a	very	helpful	widget.
Slider	Widget	–	Volumes	Rather	than	searching	through	your	settings	to	change	the	sound	volume	on	your	phone	or	adjust	the	screen	brightness,	Slider	Widget	–	Volumes	enables	you	to	make	these	adjustments	directly	from	your	home	screen.	Use	either	your	hardware	button	or	the	widget	slider	to	change	the	brightness	and	volume.	Choose	between
using	individual	sliders	for	each	adjustment	or	just	one	for	all.	You	can	control	the	size	of	the	widget	so	that	it	blends	into	your	home	screen.	Email	Blue	Mail	Manage	an	unlimited	number	of	email	accounts	from	various	providers	in	one	place	with	Email	Blue	Mail.	Send	group	emails,	enable	smart	push	notifications,	and	personalization	across	multiple
email	accounts.			The	home	screen	widget	has	an	easy	to	use	and	intuitive	design,	coupled	with	a	powerful	unified	interface.	It	also	features	a	unified	calendar	to	create,	edit	and	view	all	your	events	and	meetings	easily.	Best	Stocks	Widget:	Investing.com	Stock	Exchange	If	you	have	investments	in	the	stock	market,	Investing.com:	Stocks,	Finance,
Markets	&	News	is	a	widget	you	will	want	to	install	on	your	Android	device.	Track	all	your	stock	prices	and	search	for	stocks	on	over	70	global	exchanges.	After	you	search	for	a	stock,	it	is	automatically	added	to	your	widget.	Modify	or	resize	it	to	fit	your	home	screen	and	view	price	updates	in	real-time.	For	those	into	cryptocurrency,	Investing.com
has	a	Bitcoin	widget	too.	Muzei	Live	Wallpaper	Do	you	like	to	change	your	phones’	home	screen	wallpaper	often	with	beautiful	images?	Then	Muzei	Live	Wallpaper	is	the	widget	for	you.	Choose	between	the	live	wallpaper	provided	by	Muzei	of	famous	works	of	art	or	your	favorite	photos	of	family,	friends,	holidays	and	scenes	from	your	own	gallery.
Your	home	screen	will	be	refreshed	based	on	the	images	you	select	and	the	schedule	you	set	up	to	use	on	your	phone.	When	using	other	widgets	or	icons,	the	artwork	will	dim,	blur,	or	recede	into	the	background	and	remain	unobtrusive.			Muzei	is	developer-friendly.	You	can	access	the	code	or	use	an	API	to	build	your	own	wallpaper	source	and	create
even	more	customizations	for	the	App.	Google	Using	the	Google	widget	lets	you	keep	up-to-date	about	the	things	that	are	important	to	you.	You	can	find	answers	to	your	questions	quickly,	search	for	places	of	interest,	and	browse	Google	with	just	a	tap.	There	is	no	need	to	open	your	browser	to	find	anything	you	want	on	the	web.	My	Data	Manager	–
Data	Usage	If	you	have	ever	had	to	pay	for	mobile	data	overages,	you	know	how	much	they	add	up.		Keeping	track	of	your	data	with	My	Data	Manager	–	Data	Usage	is	a	great	widget	to	help	you	avoid	those	excess	charges.	Set	custom	alarms	and	alerts	in	real-time,	track	which	apps	are	using	the	most	data,	and	check	data	usage	across	multiple
devices	for	family	shared	plans.	Simple	Sticky	Note	Widget	Notes	are	invaluable.	They	allow	you	to	keep	track	of	a	multitude	of	events,	information	and	things	to	do	and	free	up	a	busy	mind,	keeping	it	undistracted.	Jot	down	notes	for	random	things	you	need	to	do	or	your	shopping	list	directly	on	the	home	screen	of	your	Android.	Adjust	the	shape	and
size	of	your	note	and	access	it	easily.	Instead	of	using	physical	sticky	notes	or	clunky	note	apps	that	come	with	your	phone,	use	Simple	Sticky	Note	to	make	sure	you	get	things	done	on	your	to-do-list.	Use	widgets	to	customize	your	Android’s	home	screen	and	enhance	your	Android	experience.	All	the	above	widgets	are	free	to	use	from	the	Google	Play
Store.	Some	offer	paid	upgrades	for	increased	functionality.	Widgets	can	become	cumbersome	and	so	it’s	a	good	idea	to	save	battery	and	real	estate	on	your	Smartphone	by	only	having	those	widgets	that	are	going	to	enhance	your	experience	and	prove	truly	useful.
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