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The societal values dictate how citizens view right and wrong, shaped by freedoms like equality and property rights. As such, these values should influence lawmaking and judicial decisions. In Queensland, lawmakers must consider legislative standards when creating laws, prioritizing individual rights and parliamentary institutions. Laws are deemed
acceptable if they don't unfairly tie rights to administrative power, disregard natural justice, or impose obligations without due process. They also must provide fair compensation for property acquisitions and not unfairly affect minority traditions. Additionally, laws should be clear, avoid retrospective effects, and allow stakeholders to scrutinize them.
The Queensland Law Society advocates for laws that promote the rule of law, protect civil liberties, and ensure access to justice for all. The Ombudsman Act 2001 has undergone significant changes through the Court and Civil Legislation Amendment Bill 2017, which aims to clarify the right to claim privilege against self-incrimination. The bill
removes the exemption for individuals from complying with investigation requirements, even if providing information could incriminate them. The explanatory notes justify this change by stating that it is necessary to ensure accountability of government. The Labour Hire Licensing Act 2017 grants inspectors broad powers to enter premises without
consent, raising concerns about individual rights and liberties. For instance, inspectors can enter any workplace or residential premise in some cases, even without permission. This power allows for entry if a place is open for business or work is being done, but it's broader than police powers under the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000,
potentially overriding privacy concerns. The Queensland Law Society (QLS) expressed concern that these powers could expose businesses with sensitive information to inspectors. They suggested that consent or a warrant should be required before an investigation begins, aligning with fundamental legislative principles and protecting business
owners' rights. However, the explanatory notes justify this power as necessary for public interest in protecting vulnerable workers. The Finance and Administration Committee relied on these explanations, and the bill passed without amendment to the powers of entry provisions in 2017. QLS will continue to advocate for good law by raising similar
concerns through submissions and public hearings, aiming to educate the profession about what constitutes good legislation. A good lawyer is crucial to maintaining the integrity of the legal system. They must possess exceptional communication skills, be able to empathize with clients, and establish strong relationships with judges and colleagues.
The ability to conduct quick and effective research is also vital in understanding client needs and preparing legal strategies. A lawyer's ability to draw reasonable conclusions from limited information is essential, as is their capacity for networking and building customer connections. Furthermore, empathy and reliability are critical qualities, as they
enable lawyers to establish trust with clients and provide them with reliable representation. Establishing a strong foundation of knowledge in laws, procedures, and legal systems is also necessary for effective practice. Legal skills require deep understanding of justice issues A judge is guided by a skilled lawyer in his pursuit of justice Legal
knowledge is essential for judges to stay current on laws Lawyers must possess analytical skills to evaluate cases Experience and education are vital to become a successful lawyer Legal system requires accountability and transparency to prevent corruption In every country, there exist lower and upper courts. If someone is dissatisfied with a lower

court's decision, they have the right to appeal based on incorrect law application or procedures. This system of checks and balances ensures a healthy scenario, effectively shielding the judicial system from corruption and inefficiency. Lawyers must possess certain qualities to efficiently utilize applicable laws and ensure swift justice delivery. Empathy
is occasionally required of lawyers as well.
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