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Like	any	individual,	I	love	to	hate	Valentine’s	Day.	A	whole	day	designed	to	rub	disgusting,	cutesy	love	in	everyone’s	faces?	No,	thanks.	But	I	also	secretly	love	Valentine’s	Day	because	it	gives	me	an	excuse	to	do	everything	I	want	in	the	name	of	giving	Cupid	a	big	fat	middle	finger.	Which	means	every	Valentine’s	Day,	I	take	on	a	self-care	date,
complete	with	cookie	paste,	candles	and,	of	course,	books.	And	let’s	face	it,	books	are	much	better	than	human	dates.	Books	are	always	there	for	you,	but	their	feelings	don’t	hurt	if	you	need	to	put	them	down	for	a	while	because	you	need	space	(or	another	book).	They	always	have	something	to	say.	You	don’t	have	to	be	anything	you’re	not	or	do
anything	you	don’t	want	to	do	when	you’re	reading	a	book.	Every	night	with	a	book	is	an	adventure.	Besides,	they	make	great	bedmates.	So,	here	are	some	great	books	to	read	this	Valentine’s	Day	instead	of	going	on	some	stupid	date.	Read	them	in	your	PJS,	in	the	bathtub,	or	maybe	even	to	get	hurt	and	take	them	to	a	nice	dinner.	Seriously,	who
needs	an	IRL	romance	when	you	have	a	library	card?	1	“The	stars	are	Legion'	of	Kameron	Hurley	Universe	without	men?	Yes,	thank	you.	This	space	work	by	Hugo-Winner	Kameron	Hurley	takes	place	in	a	fleet	of	world-sized	ships	called	the	Legion.	Zan	wakes	up	with	no	memory,	and	is	told	that	she	is	the	only	one	who	can	command	a	ship	that	will
get	them	out	of	the	legion.	But	can	the	Zan	really	trust	what	has	been	said?	This	is	a	visceral	adventure	that	will	envelop	you	entirely.	Click	here	to	buy.	2’Best	Erotic	woman	of	the	year,	vol.	1	’Adapted	by	Rachel	Kramer	Busselif	You	want	to	become	steam	this	Valentine’s	day,	you	need	a	good	eroticism.	This	is	a	great	collection	of	short	stories,	and	if
you’ve	never	read	Erotic	before,	it’s	the	perfect	place	to	start.	There	is	a	great	variety	in	the	types	of	stories	and	knots	that	are	in	this	collection,	so	it’s	a	great	way	to	figure	out	what	you	like.	Click	here	to	buy.	3’so	sad	today'	by	Melissa	Broderthis	collection	of	essays	is	perfect	for	a	night	at	home	alone.	A	follow-up	to	his	Twitter	account	so	sad,
Broder	discusses	depression,	anxiety,	sex,	relationships,	sexual,	fetishes	and	more.	This	is	one	of	those	books	that	will	give	a	voice	to	the	parts	of	you	that	you	didn’t	think	of	anyone	else	experienced.	In	addition,	Broder’s	writing	style	is	stony,	wildly	honest	and	fresh.	Click	here	to	buy.	4’the	wangs	vs.	The	World'	of	Jade	Changthis	Book	is	the	perfect
balance	of	Smart	and	Fun.	When	a	Chinese-American	family,	the	Wangs,	lose	their	enormous	fortune,	they	crowd	in	a	car	on	their	way	across	the	country.	Every	member	of	the	family	is	fighting	for	their	dreams,	but	the	Patriarch,	Charles,	is	determined	to	return	to	China	and	reclaim	the	family’s	land.	Click	to	buy.	7'	to	the	ugly	and	wonderful	things	of
Bryn	Greenwoodok,	maybe	this	Valentine's	Day	just	want	to	cry	eyes?	Then	this	is	the	book	for	you.	We	follow	wavy	from	the	young	age	of	eight,	whose	negligent	and	andhome	has	given	many	oddities.	When	one	of	her	father’s	employees	crashes	his	motorcycle	and	Wavy	helps	him,	he	begins	a	deep	relationship	that	remains	with	her	for	the	rest	of	his
life.	Click	here	to	buy.	8Romeo	and/or	Juliet	by	Ryan	NorthRomeo	and	Juliet	by	Shakespeare	can	be	a	classic	love	story,	but	Romeo	and/or	Juliet	turn	it	into	something	completely	different.	In	this	adventure	of	choice,	it	is	up	to	the	reader	to	decide	how	the	love	story	ends.Click	here	to	buy.	9	The	Queen	of	the	Night	by	Alexander	CheeThis	rich	and
exciting	book	is	filled	with	glamour,	secrets,	adventure	and	opera	â	perfect	for	Valentine’s	Day.	Set	in	19th-century	Paris,	the	book	follows	Lilliet	Berne,	an	opera	superstar	who	has	just	received	her	libretto.	When	Lilliet	discovers	that	one	of	her	darkest	secrets	has	been	written	in	that	booklet,	she	takes	readers	on	a	wild	journey	through	her	past	to
find	out	who	betrayed	her.Click	here	to	buy.	10âYou	Canât	Touch	My	Hair'	by	Phoebe	RobinsonJust	skip	the	awkward	date	and	stay	with	Phoebe	Robinson.	Covering	topics	of	race,	genre	and	pop	culture,	this	book	is	written	in	the	proud	and	funny	style	of	Robinson.	You’ll	fall	in	love	at	first	reading.Click	here	to	buy.	Page	2I	have	a	dirty	confession	for
you,	internet:	I	love	the	holidays	at	Hallmark.	I	like	teddy	bears.	I	like	the	jewelry	hidden	in	the	bakery.	I	also	like	those	heart-shaped	candy	made	of	chalk.	I	always	thought	yes,	it’s	a	lousy	party,	but	isn’t	it	just	an	excuse	to	do	nice	things	for	the	people	you	love?	But	for	this	particular	Valentine’s	Day,	I’m	coming	out	of	a	brilliant	new	breakup,	and...
yeah,	I	get	it	now.	Valentine’s	day	sucks.	Here	are	some	books	to	read	if	you	are	so	not	on	Valentine’s	Day	this	year.I	mean,	maybe	it’s	my	recent	breakup,	or	the	Orwellian	political	landscape,	but	it’s	hard	to	get	hyped	about	romance	now.	Great.	Thanks	for	the	flowers.	Now	I	can	watch	something	slowly	wither	and	die.	Can’t	we	celebrate	February	14
as	the	day	Pope	Gregory	VII	excommunicated	Holy	Roman	Emperor	Henry	IV	in	1076?Fortunately,	a	good	book	is	the	perfect	antidote	to	all	strains	of	apathy	and	broken	heart.	So	whether	you’re	going	to	spend	V-day	with	friends,	an	equally	cynical	loved	one,	or	alone	with	your	books,	here	are	some	reading	materials	for	all	Valentine’s	Day
haters:1âDear,	I	Love	You:	Poems	from	the	Hearts	of	Our	Glorious	Mutts	and	All	Our	Animal	Friends'	by	Daniel	LadinskyA	collection	Simply	Adore	love	poems	about	dogs,	because	your	dog	will	never	tell	you	that	“they	just	need	a	little	space	right	now”.	Poet	Daniel	Ladinsky	is	working	with	Patrick	McDonnell	of	the	MUTTS	comic	book	to	bring	us	the
cutest	poem	ever,	about	love	that	really	matters.Click	here	for	2â	€	™	THIS	IS	HOW	YOU	LOSE	HER	'BY	JUNOT	DÃƒÂAZSSE	Want	to	spend	February	14	to	cook	in	your	anger	for	that	liar	bastard	that	broke	your	heart	Junot	DÃƒ-AZ	would	like	to	want	This	is	how	you	lose	She's	a	beautiful,	hilarious,	collection	of	stories	about	burning	a	serial	cheater,
and	as	he	likes	to	lose	and	so	many	extraordinary	women.	(Like,	I'm	not	recommending	you	send	this	book	to	your	ex	without	any	explanation,	but	I'm	also	recommending	that	you	do).	Click	here	to	buy.	3'I	Love	Dick	'Chris	Kraus	In	I	Love	Dick,	a	failed	director	finds	himself	transfixed	by	a	man	named	Dick	and	(with	the	help	of	her	husband)	decides	to
seduce	him.	But	I	love	Dick	is	much	more.	E	'part	of	the	novel,	part	memory,	part	of	a	feminist	manifesto.	And	'it	unpologetico	in	its	representation	of	the	female	sex	drive.	You	will	make	me	want	to	spit	on	all	those	books	on	male	professors	middle	age	"reduce"	their	young,	"nubile"	female	students.	Read	it	and	that's	it.	Click	here	to	buy.	©	4'PerchÃ
we	broke	'Daniel	Handler	HandlerDaniel	is	perhaps	better	known	by	the	name	of	his	pen,	Lemony	Snicket-then	you	know	that	this	will	be	a	dark	and	witty	book.	The	manager	categorizes	each	element	of	meaning	harvested	during	a	report	(including	bottle	caps,	combs	and	a	protractor).	He	paints	a	portrait	of	a	break	too	real,	but	with	him,	off-kilter
humor	about	life,	love,	and	the	outbreak.	Click	here	to	buy.	5'Teaching	My	Mother	How	to	Give	Birth	'by	Warsan	ShireGuardare	poetry	less	"cuta"	and	more	"too	bright"?	Get	Warsan	Shire.	The	poem	she	is	masterful,	eloquent	and	brutally	honest.	It	touches	on	love,	yes,	but	also	explores	the	trauma	that	women	suffer	at	the	hands	of	men.	Instead	of
crying	over	your	broken	heart,	cry	out	to	the	amazing	language	Teaching	How	My	Mother	Give	Birth.	Click	here	to	buy.	6'Gone	Girl	'by	Gillian	Flynn	course.	If	you're	less	of	heart	and	an	atmosphere	designed	broken,	and	more	'than	a	"I	wish	I	could	fit	my	husband	for	my	own	murder",	reads	Gone	Girl.	It	'a	taut	thriller,	smart,	a	little'	ridiculous,	and	it
is	an	anti-romantic	as	you	can	get.	Click	here	to	buy.	7'The	Portable	Dorothy	Parker's	by	Dorothy	Parker	Dorothy	Parker	that	I	would	write	all	my	posts.	The	short	stories	and	poems	about	her	are	almost	all	about	smart	women	wasting	time	on	useless	men.	On	her	attitude	towards	her	love	is	somewhere	between	"unnecessary	romantic"	and	"just
totally	over	it."	The	pods	are	her	love,	and	deeply	acerbiche	fun,	for	all	your	anti-Valentine	needs.	Click	here	to	buy.	8'All	About	Love:	New	'Visions	of	bells	Whatever	the	problem,	the	radical	philosophy	of	bell	hooks	can	probably	solve	it.	All	about	Love	suggests	that	anything	that	teaches	us	to	believe	in	the	love	is	junk	(I	paraphrase),	and	that	the	love
of	self	©	and	the	genuine	and	compassionate	care	is	free.	If	the	whole	story	of	romance	is	starting	to	feel	rigged,	All	About	Love	will	make	you	rethink	what	"love".	Click	here	to	buy.	9'mr.	Fox	of	Helen	Oyeyemi	celebrated	novelist	St	John	Fox	is	deeply	infatuated	with	Mary.	There	is	only	one	problem,	he	invented	it.	Mr.	Fox	is	the	story	of	a	man	and
muse	of	him,	who	who	he	to	stop	killing	his	heroines.	Can	you	do	that?	You	will	have	to	read	this	wonderfully	strange	novel	about	love	and	its	lack	to	discover.	Click	here	to	buy.	10'Modern	Romance	'	by	Aziz	Ansariare	You	Over	Tinder?	What	about	OkCupid?	And	Bumble	and	Cerniera	and	JDate	and	yet	otherwise	people	meet	each	other	these	days?
Read	modern	romanticism	for	a	hilarious	(but	very	well	studied)	look	how	we	ended	up	like	this,	and	what	it	means	to	seek	love	in	a	technological	world.	Click	here	to	buy.	11'I	don't	care	about	your	band's	Julie	Klausnerjust	wants	to	laugh	about	how	all	your	ex	were	stupid	idiots	and	how	romanticism	died?	Julie	Klausner	can	take	care	of	this.	His
hysterical	reminder,	I	don't	care	about	your	band,	it's	all	about	the	jerks	that	is	dated,	and	the	lessons	we	can	learn	from	the	romantic	disappointments.	Take	a	look,	and	then	buy	all	that	discounted	candy	at	the	pharmacy	on	February	15th.	Click	here	to	buy.	As	a	book	lover,	you	probably	already	know	that	the	best	first	date	you've	ever	had	is	with	a
brand	new	book.	Few	nights	ago,	I	was	quite	unfortunate	to	have	an	uncoated	date	with	a	person,	not	a	book.	I	had	no	great	expectations,	but	also	so,	the	failure	of	the	evening	made	me	feel	insecure,	lonely,	embarrassed	and	frustrated.	When	I	finally	got	home,	all	I	wanted	to	do	was	put	on	my	pajamas	and	settle	down	with	a	good	book.	When	it
comes	to	post-date	reading,	there	are	some	different	directions	you	can	go.	Sometimes	you	want	a	book	that	takes	your	mind	off	the	look	of	the	evening.	Other	times,	you	want	a	book	that	will	help	you	work	through	what	the	hell	just	happened.	Maybe	you	just	want	a	book	that	increases	your	trust	and	makes	you	feel	good,	because	sometimes	dating
can	make	you	feel	really	insecure.	Or	maybe,	you	want	a	book	that	shows	you're	not	just	in	your	fight	for	love.	Those	other	people	crossed	the	same	evidence	and	tribulations,	and	sometimes	made	it	on	the	other	side	with	the	romanticism	of	their	dreams.	Dating	is	hard,	but	reading	should	not	be.	That's	why	I	put	together	this	list	of	nine	books	for	you
to	read	after	your	next	non-so-big	date:	"The	girl	who	circumnavigated	the	Fairyland	in	a	ship	of	her	realization"	by	Catherynne	M.	Valenteget	lost	in	this	wonderful	fantasy	Book	on,	well,	exactly	what	the	title	describes.	Full	of	adventure	and	magic,	this	book	will	transport	you	to	a	world	where	your	ugly	first	date	never	happened.	Click	here	to	buy.
"The	stars	are	Legion	of	Kameron	Hurley.	If	your	bad	date	was	with	a	man,	maybe	you	want	to	forget	men	for	a	few	hundred	pages.	And	in	this	fantastic	reading	there	are	no	men.	Located	on	the	outer	edge	of	the	universe,	this	is	the	story	that	hammering	of	a	woman	waking	up	as	a	prisonerremember	and	it	is	said	that	you	are	the	only	hope	of	your
people.	But	learn	that	it	is	not	all	the	truth.	Click	here	to	buy.	'Tiny	Beautiful	Things:	Tips	on	Love	and	Life	from	the	Sugarful'	by	Cheryl	Strayedok,	so	what	if	you	doTo	think	about	that	appointment?	Nobody	gives	better	advice	than	Cheryl	Strayed,	A.K.a.	Sugar.	This	book	fills	out	the	best	extracts	from	the	famous	strayed	tips	column,	and	you	will
certainly	get	away	from	reading	with	some	intuition	on	how	to	deal	with	your	love	problems,	whatever	they	can	be.	Click	here	to	buy.	'Guess	inflicts:	Reasons	of	Epic	humility'	of	Aisha	Tylerfeeling	embarrassed	on	that	hardly	embarrassing	date?	In	her	memory,	the	comedian	Aisha	Tyler	shares	all	the	moments	of	her	humiliating	her,	and	she	will	make
you	laugh	with	her	experiences	-	and	your-of	her	in	a	moment.	Click	here	to	buy.	'This	is	just	my	face:	try	not	to	be	from	Gabourey	Sidibegabourey	Sidibe	The	trust	of	Sidibe	is	infectious,	and	the	life	story	of	her	is	in	inspiration.	This	is	a	remarkable,	exhilarating	and	relatable	reading	that	will	take	a	smile	to	your	face,	no	matter	how	terrible	the	date.
Click	here	to	buy.	'Geekerella'	by	Ashley	PostOnok,	time	to	compensate	for	the	romance	deficit	in	the	evening	with	this	adorable,	nice	novel	Ya.	Geekerella	is	a	Nerdy	Cinderella	that	reconnects,	complete	with	a	game	ball	and	a	truck	for	a	pumpkin	trolley.	Click	here	to	buy.	To	all	the	guys	I	loved	before	Jenny	Han	you	know	what	is	probably	worse
than	a	terrible	first	appointment?	All	the	cooked	you've	ever	had	in	your	life,	discovering	at	the	same	time	you	liked	them.	Lara	Jean	wrote	a	letter	to	every	guy	who	loved	before	her,	but	she	never	sent	her.	But	when	an	anonymous	cheat	sends	all	the	letters,	Lara	Jean	is	located	in	the	middle	of	a	serious	drama.	Click	here	to	buy.	'The	Wedding	Date'
by	Jasmine	Guillory	This	love	story	starts	with	a	false	date	â	€	"a.k.a.	The	best	type	of	date	â	€	"which	somehow	turns	into	something	super	steam	...	and	real.	This	is	a	must-read	if	you	are	trying	to	replace	the	bad	taste	your	appointment	left	in	your	mouth	with	something	delicious.	Click	here	to	buy.	'I	got	this	tour	of	Mamrie	Hartyoutube	Stella
Mamrie	Hart	had	as	many	adventures	encounters	like	you	â	€	œThes	and	she	has	a	wonderful	sense	of	humor	on	all	this.	Pour	a	drink	and	pamper	yourself	with	this	bed	for	a	very	needed	perspective	on	how	to	shoot	the	worst	stories	in	funny	anecdotes	and	life	lessons.	Click	here	to	buy.
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